
Act 64 Language regarding the MRGP
(2)(A) The Secretary shall issue on or before December 31, 2017, a general permit for discharges 
of regulated stormwater from municipal roads

(i) Establish a schedule for implementation of the general permit by each municipality in the 
State. Under the schedule, the Secretary shall establish:

(I) the date by which each municipality shall apply for coverage under the municipal roads general 
permit;

(II) the date by which each municipality shall inventory necessary stormwater management 
projects on municipal roads;

(III) the date by which each municipality shall establish a plan for implementation of stormwater
improvements that prioritizes Stormwater improvements according to criteria established by the 
Secretary under the
general permit; and

(IV) the date by which each municipality shall implement stormwater improvements of municipal 
roads according to a municipal implementation plan.



Hydrologically-connected Road 
Segments



Hydrologically-connected roads

Connected Criteria:

• Muni roads within 100’ 
laterally of a state water

• Muni road that bisects 
(crosses) a state water 

Waters of the state 
include:

• Perennial streams

• Intermittent streams

• Wetlands

• Lakes and Ponds



MRGP- Components
Inventory

Prioritize Implement





Implementation Prioritization

• All connected roads brought 
up to MRGP standards no 
later than 2038

• Towns, working in 
coordination with RPCs and 
DEC, can identify 
implementation schedule*

• *All connected roads Not 
Meeting standards on 
slopes >10% will have to be 
brought up to standards by 
2025



MRGP- Town Example

Town A. has 52 total road miles (VT average)

• 26 road miles are hydrologically-connected road segments 

• 26 miles not considered connected (no BMP work needed)

• 13 connected road miles currently fully meet MRGP standards 
(maintenance of BMPs only)

• 13 remaining connected miles- required to be brought up to MRGP 
standards before 2038 

13 miles/18 years= 0.72 road miles addressed per year minimum
(this number may change from year to year as segment compliance status 
changes)



MRGP Principles

First- disconnect road 
Stormwater whenever 
possible, starting at the top 
of the road watershed

Second- Infiltrate 
stormwater

Third- Stablize conveyances 
and turn out ditches



Implementation “Triggers” 

Required baseline standards- no 
matter what existing conditions 
are:

• Road grading/crowning

• Grass and stone-lined ditching 
or dispersed flow (based on 
slope)

• Removal of grader 
berm/lowering of shoulders

• Stable turnouts/conveyances

Only required when moderate to 
significant erosion present:

• 18” drainage culvert minimum

• 15” drive culvert

• Culvert headwalls/headers

• Culvert outlet stabilization

• Class 4 roads- gully erosion 
present

• Catch basin outfall erosion



Required Baseline Standard

Road crowning



Required Baseline Standard- grass and stone-
lined drainage ditches/distributed flow



Drainage Ditch MRGP Standards:
Road Drainages Paved Paved/Ditched Gravel (not Class IV) Class IV

Sheet flow (no drainage ditch) Can be substituted 

for grass or stone-lined ditch. Road embankment 

lower than road surface (no back slope)

N/A • Distributed flow from roadway/travel lane to 

grass or forested area

Sheet flow from roadway/travel lane to grass or forested 

area

-

Drainage ditch: 0% ≤ Slope < 5% N/A • Grass-lined ditch (no bare soil)  

• BMPs that disconnect water out of road drainage 

network (cross culverts, turnouts or sheet flow 

etc.)

• Grass-lined ditch (no bare soil)

• BMPs that disconnect water out of road drainage 

network (cross culverts, turnouts or sheet flow etc.)

-

Drainage ditch: 5% ≤ Slope < 8% N/A • Stone-lined ditch 8” minus minimum stone 

recommended and/or

• Stone-check dams and/or

• BMPs that disconnect water out of road drainage 

network (cross culverts, turnouts or sheet flow 

etc.)

• Consider undercutting ditch to install stone fill 

such that material can be removed without 

removing the stone.

• Stone-lined ditch 8” minus minimum stone 

recommended and/or

• Stone-check dams and/or

• BMPs that disconnect water out of road drainage 

network (cross culverts, turnouts or sheet flow etc.)

• Consider undercutting ditch to install stone fill such 

that material can be removed without removing the 

stone.

-

Drainage ditches: Slope ≥ 8% N/A • Stone-lined ditch- 12” minus recommended

• Consider undercutting ditch to install stone fill 

such that material can be removed without 

removing the stone.

• Stone-lined ditch- 12” minus recommended

• Consider undercutting ditch to install stone fill such 

that material can be removed without removing the 

stone.

-



Required Baseline Standard-stable 
turnouts and conveyances



Required Baseline Standard- removal 
of grader berm



Remove berms to allow distributed flow



Distributed flow instead of a ditch



Erosion from lack of culvert 
headwall/header



Driveway culvert erosion and 
remediation (within right-of-way)



Gully erosion and sedimentation



Draft municipal 
roads general 
permit

Summer-Fall  2017 

July 2018- municipalities 
apply for MRGP 
coverage and pay fees

July 2018

MRGP Timeline of Deliverables 
2017-forward 

2020 

Road erosion inventories 
and implementation plans 
and schedules due

Fall 2020

2017

MRGP public 
hearings and 
comments

2018 2019

Issue final MRGP

Before December 
31, 2017 

Required implementation and 
maintenance of priority road 
projects

2021  

2021 and beyond

Starting in 2018- Annual MRGP compliance updates 



MRGP summary for municipalities:

• Application coverage and annual fees to begin in July-2018 

• Road erosion inventories for hydrologically-connected roads, 
updated approximately every 5 years or every MRGP permit cycle

• Implementation plans and schedules

• Road BMP implementation to achieve all connected roads meeting 
standards by 2038 (a minimum amount of implementation per 
year)

• Annual reporting on implementation progress 



Assistance to towns?

• Funding- New
Municipal Grant-in-Aid 

• Outreach and Technical 
assistance 

• Shared Equipment



New Muni Road Grant-in-Aid Funding

• Funding for towns based on 
connected road miles

• Work must be on connected 
road segments

• Must bring those segments up 
to MRGP Standards

• 20% town match or in-kind

• RPCs will assist towns with 
mapping and grant reporting 
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